COSTA CÁLIDA ,Not only…
A PLACE IN THE SUN!
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Location
Located at the South-East corner of the Iberian Peninsula, between
the regions of, Andalusia, Castile-La Mancha and Valencia, the region
of Murcia occupies an area of 11,317 km2 (2.2% of the total
surface area of Spain), bordering the province of Albacete in the
North, the province of Alicante in the East, the provinces of Granada,
Albacete and Almería in the West, and the Mediterranean in the
South-East.

In terms of surface area the region of Murcia is the ninth largest of
the Spanish autonomous communities. The Murcia region lies at the
centre of the Spanish Mediterranean coastal arch, between the
longitudes 37º 23' - 38º 45'N and the latitudes 0º 39' - 2º 20'W
taking as reference the Greenwich Meridian.
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Climate
Murcia enjoys a yearly average of 2,800 hours
of sunshine
The region of Murcia has the typical Mediterranean semi-arid
subtropical climate: namely an average annual temperature of
18ºC,
with
hot
summers
(registering
absolute
maximum
temperatures of 40ºC) and mild winters (an average temperature of
11ºC in the winter months of December and January).
The number of days per year with clear skies is 120-150, with
approximately 2,800 sun-hours per annum. In general rain is scarce
throughout the region (approx. 300-350 mm/year), falling mainly in
the spring (April) and autumn (October), leaving the summer an
eminently dry season. The region of Murcia is characterised by certain
climatic differences which may lead to variation in the abovementioned figures. These variations depend on the orientation and
exposure to the dominant winds, the distance from the sea and the
configuration of relief. Due to these factors, the temperature
differences between the coast and the interior are much more
extreme in the winter. On the coast temperatures tend never to fall
below 10ºC, whilst inland at higher altitudes they may not exceed
6ºC. The latter areas show a higher average annual rainfall, which
reaches 600 mm/yr.
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Landscape
Amazing variety
From the geographical point of view, the region of Murcia stands out
because of its multiple contrasts: dry vs. irrigated land, plains vs.
mountainous areas, coastline vs. interior, vineyards vs. mesetas,
factors which can no doubt be attributed to its location in a
transitional area between the Sub-Baetic mountain range and the
northern Sub-Meseta.

Morphologically, the relief of the territory of Murcia falls within the
influence of the Baetic cordilleras and shows an alternation between
mountainous tracts, valleys and depressions, leading to extreme
contrasts of altitude over short distances. Of the total surface area,
the majority (approx. 45%) is situated between the altitudes of 200 600 metres; 23% is less than 200 metres above sea level, and the
remaining 32% lies at altitudes of over 600 metres.

The highest point in the region is the Revolcadores massif (2,027
m), followed by numerous other smaller mountain ranges located in
the Centre and North-West of the province, such as El Carche, Sierra
Espuña, La Pila, or Ricote, which boast the most important forested
areas, with vast areas of pine trees. Special mention must be made
of the Altiplano (Jumilla and Yecla), situated to the North-East of the
region. It is a high plateau planted with vineyards from whose fruit
the area's renowned wines are produced. As we move southwards we
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meet alternating low cordilleras and valleys through which the
Guadalentín and Segura rivers flow, with rich agricultural land and
wide fertile coastal plains, the most extensive of which is the Campo
de Cartagena.

Murcia has just over 170 km of coastline: coves and small beaches
alternate with rocky shores and sheer, craggy cliffs. As a
geographical accident of nature we find La Manga, a coastal strip of
land which, bar a few connecting channels, or narrows, completely
closes off the Mar Menor lagoon from the Mediterranean. The Murcian
littoral offers on the one hand unprotected shores with wild seas and
on the other small coves with calm, placid waters. Sand-dunes,
beaches, salt-water lagoons, mud-flats... the Murcia coastline
includes numerous places of unquestionable interest to the naturalist.
Not surprisingly many of these have been declared Protected Natural
Areas, spots where even in our times you can find autoctonous
species of flora and fauna, such as the Sabina mora, an
autoctonous tree variety, or the fartet, a tiny, unique species of fish.
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A little bit of history
The territory which is today
known as the Region of
Murcia has been inhabited
by man for over 1,500,000
years, and this human
presence
has
been
a
constant
factor
in
the
development of the Murcian
landscape
since
the
remotest
periods
of
prehistory.
The
first
evidence of the presence of
man dates back to the
Neanderthal
and
Cromagnon periods, whilst
archaeological finds become
abundant from Neolithic
times onwards. Iron age
remains begin to speak of a
certain level of progress
leading
to
the
development
of
agriculture
and
the
domestication
of
livestock
during
the
Iberian period and, later,
intense
commercial
activity with the presence
of Phoenecian, Greek and
Carthaginian
settlers
in
permanent conflict with the
autoctonous
peoples.
Scipio's conquest of the city
of Carthago Nova in 209 BC
led
to
the
definitive
expansion of what had
already
become
an
important economic and
political centre in the
Mediterranean.

7

The conquest of the region by Rome initiated a period of
uninterrupted growth all along the Murcian coast which was to go on
for more than 600 years. During this period communications in the
area were developed, mining came to be of great importance and
the foundations of its future agricultural prosperity were laid.
Already at that time, market-garden produce from the valley irrigated
by the Segura River (then known as the River Thader) was highly
appreciated, as was fish caught on the rich off-shore fishing-grounds.
After a prolonged spell of political instability, a consequence of the
disintegration of the Roman Empire, a long period of Arab domination
began in 713 AD when Abdelaziz defeated Theudemir's HispanoVisigoth army in Cartagena. The year 825 AD constituted a further
historical landmark, when the city of Murcia was officially founded by
Abderraman II. These events marked the onset of Murcia's economic
prosperity since the Arabs initiated the large-scale exploitation of the
Segura river valley, creating a whole complex irrigation system,
composed of canals, dams and water-wheels, the forerunner of
today's irrigation network, which made it possible to reap the
maximum benefit from the vast expanse of fertile land surrounding
the city. However, the economic abundance brought to the South of
Spain by the Arabs was placed in jeopardy by internal strife, military
pressures from the Northern frontier and internal political
disorders. The creation of the Taifa kingdoms at the beginning of the
eleventh century was the swansong of a territory which would shortly
fall - in 1243 - under the vassalage of Castile, and the remains of
Andalusia were finally incorporated into this kingdom with the signing
of the Granada Peace Treaty in 1492. From this time onwards peace
came to the Murcian territories, and they went through a sustained
period of economic and demographic growth.
Important projects were undertaken, new guilds were born and
cities flourished during the course of the sixteenth century. The XVII
century brought a new period of instability, with a succession of
epidemics, plagues and prolonged droughts, after which a slow
process of recuperation gradually set in thanks to the expansion of
the surface area dedicated to agriculture and the liberalization of
commerce.
The arrival of the XVIII century hailed a new period of growth where
urban splendour - contemporary with the artistic development of
the famed Murcian baroque - was accompanied by the completion of
the Cathedral in Murcia and the construcción of the Arsenal in
Cartagena, evident signs of the civil and military prosperity. With the
coming of the XIX century, History's ups and downs brought a new
period of crisis to the Region coinciding with a long succession of
floods and droughts, and it was only when the second half of the
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century was well under way that a new relaunching of the economy in
the area took place, thanks to a process of industrialization
powered mainly by mining wealth derived from its rich ore deposits.
However, the depletion of natural resources, the weakness of an
economy based mainly on industry funded by foreign capital,
together with instability provoked by revolutionary riots and the
short-sightedness of commerce unwilling to direct its attention
towards external markets, together wove a precarious panorama with
which to initiate the XX century.
And in fact we must wait until the end of the decade of the 20's
before the region definitively boards the train of progress - with the
inevitable parenthesis of the Civil War - giving birth to an industry
dedicated to the transformation of agricultural products in sectors
such as food-processing, leading to the modernisation of all its
agricultural structures. On these bases, the Region has set about its
expansion, confidently undertaking the necessary social and
economic changes required to enter a Twenty-first Century full of
challenges for the future.
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Towns and districts
The region of Murcia falls historically and geographically into a
number of districts which agglutinate the 45 townships making up
this uniprovincial autonomous community, all of which in turn depend
on Murcia, the regional capital.
The district of Cartagena
contains
the
townships
of:
Cartagena,
La
Unión,
Los
Alcázares, San Pedro del Pinatar,
San Javier, Torre Pacheco,
Fuente Álamo and Mazarrón. The
district of Lorca is made up of:
Lorca -the largest township in
Spain in terms of surface area-,
Águilas and Puerto Lumbreras.

The
Lower
Guadalentín
district
includes:
Totana,
Alhama de Murcia and Librilla.
The district of the Middle
Segura Valley is made up of:
Murcia,
Alcantarilla,
Beniel,
Fortuna,
Abanilla
and
Santomera.

The Upper Segura Valley district
contains: Abarán, Blanca,
Calasparra, Cieza, Archena, Ojós,
Ricote, Ulea, Villanueva del Segura,
Alguazas, Ceutí, Lorquí, Molina de
Segura and Las Torres de Cotillas.
The Mula River Valley is made up
of the townships of: Albudeite,
Campos del Río, Mula and Pliego,
whilst the Northwest District
contains: Moratalla, Caravaca,
Cehegín, Calasparra and Bullas.
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Population
According to the most recent census
figures, corresponding to 1st January 2001,
the region of Murcia has an official
population of 1,190,378 inhabitants.
Analysis of the demographic evolution of
the region shows a constant increase in
population throughout the twentieth
century, though it is only after 1976
that the Region begins to register
increases above the national average, due mainly to the inversion of
earlier migratory tendencies which had converted Murcia into a region
from which the population was emigrating in search of opportunities
in other parts of Spain or even abroad.
Between the years 1991 and 2001, the population rose by 13.8% in
comparison with an average figure of 5.8% for the whole of Spain,
according to data supplied by the Ministerio de Administraciones
Públicas.
At the present time, the density of population for the year 2001 is
105.2 inhabitants per square kilometre, which is superior to the
national average of 81.3. The Region of Murcia has thus today
become an area with a net demographic influx, due to the fact that
since the 70's the number of immigrants received has been greater
than the number of people who have emigrated. Interprovincial
exchange occurs betwen Murcia and Alicante, Madrid, Albacete,
Barcelona, Valencia and Almería. Special mention must be made of
the important increase in the number of foreigners who have chosen
to settle in the Region of Murcia as an ideal place to spend their
retirement, in privileged surroundings and enjoying an exceptional
climate.
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A well-connected Region
The Region of Murcia enjoys excellent links with the rest of Spain
through a full communications network. Investments carried out
on the improvement and amplification of the road network, destined
in particular to the construction of motorways, have made it
possible to enhance links between the different townships within the
region and at the same time to guarantee fluid, agile contact with the
rest of Spain. The railway network, with the imminent incorporation
of the high speed train (AVE) connecting Murcia with Madrid and
the Valencia region, and the project for a new regional airport
equipped with state-of-the-art national and international air transport
infrastructures, are two important elements of economic
dynamisation for the area, constituting tangible proof of the intention
to undertake touristic and commercial development at a level able to
satisfy both the demands of the internal and the external markets.

The Region of Murcia
enjoys excellent links with
the rest of Spain through a
full communications
network. Investments
carried out on the
improvement and
amplification of the road
network, destined in
particular to the
construction of
motorways, have made it
possible to enhance links
between the different townships within the region and at the same
time to guarantee fluid, agile contact with the rest of Spain. The
railway network, with the imminent incorporation of the high speed
train (AVE) connecting Murcia with Madrid and the Valencia region,
and the project for a new regional airport equipped with state-ofthe-art national and international air transport infrastructures, are
two important elements of economic dynamisation for the area,
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constituting tangible proof of the intention to undertake touristic and
commercial development at a level able to satisfy both the demands
of the internal and the external markets.

By land
Roads: The Autonomous Community of Murcia is linked to the rest of
Spain by a full road network. To the south it is connected to
Andalusia by the A92 and E15 motorways, leading to Granada and
Almería respectively. Albacete and Madrid can be reached via the A3301 motorway. The connection with the Mediterranean seaboard
through Alicante and Valencia can be made by an inland route using
the E15 motorway, or by the N-332 trunk road which follows the
coast starting from Cartagena. You can also travel from Cartagena to
Alicante by a new linking motorway, which branches into the main A7 motorway to Catalonia near Elche. Alternatively, daily bus services
connect Murcia with the other principal Spanish cities (Alicante,
Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao, San Sebastián, Vitoria, Pamplona and
Logroño amongst others), and there are also a number of
international services.
Railways: Access by train from any part of Spain can be obtained
through Madrid, with a daily train service, or from any part of Europe,
via Barcelona. All trains arrive and depart from the El Carmen railway
station, located in the city of Murcia. There is also a local train service
(FEVE) which links Cartagena with Los Nietos, on the Mar Menor
coast.
The railway network will shortly be expanded with the incorporation
of the High Velocity Train (AVE) which will connect Murcia with Madrid
and the Valencia region, a further step in the economic enhancement
of the area, making for shorter journey times and the agile
conveyance of a greater number of passengers.

By air
San Javier Airport is located on the northern shore of Mar Menor, at
a distance of 47 km from the city of Murcia by dual carriageway. It
offers both flights to the principal Spanish cities, and regular or
charter flights to other European airports. Its strategic location makes
it an ideal arrival point for destinations along the Costa Cálida, or for
travelling to Murcia, only 25 minutes away down the Murcia-San
Javier dual carriageway. If coming by plane you can also use the
Alicante (El Altet) Airport, 68 km from Murcia, 45 minutes away by
motorway. Murcia can then be reached by taxi or using the regular
bus service.
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The construction of a New Regional Airport is also projected, designed
to provide the Region with the modern national and international air
transport facilities needed to further its touristic and commercial
development, and at the same time to meet the ever more
demanding requirements of the internal and external markets.
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TOURIST DESTINATIONS
Two seas on one coastline - the Mar Menor and the Mediterranean - ,
impressive cliffs, heavenly beaches of endless white sand, lively ports
and wild coves with crystal clear water, more than 3,000 hours of sun
a year and mild temperatures - even in winter - with a yearly average
of more than 18ºC. This is the Costa Calida, the ideal place to spend
some days relaxing both in winter and summer.
From the fishing town of Aguilas to the
white dunes of the beach of El Mojon in
San Pedro del Pinatar, stretch kilometre
after kilometre of beaches and deserted
coves awaiting the arrival of the bather,
the sailor, the diver or the fisherman. In
addition,
there
are
delightful
picturesque fishing villages, like La
Azohia or Cabo de Palos where you can
lose yourself for a few days; ports like
the one in Mazarron where you can
spend a lively evening and enjoy its
magnificent gastronomy after a day on
the beach; heavenly areas of natural
beauty,
unique
in
the
whole
Mediterranean, at the beaches of
Calblanque and Calnegre... and one of
the most highly considered tourist
complexes in the Mediterranean: La
Manga del Mar Menor, a paradise
between two seas with infinite beaches,
sandy sea beds and crystalline waters,
and endowed with an excellent hotel
infrastructure.
Furthermore, fans of water sports will find
one of the best places in the world for
practising sailing, canoeing, swimming, waterskiing,
jet-skiing,
flysurfing,
windsurfing,
catamaranning, and every other type of
watersport activity in its numerous clubs, ports
and sailing schools. The Nautical Resort on the
Mar Menor and similar consortiums in Mazarron
and Aguilas offer the chance to hire out
equipment, book sailing courses and reserve
accommodation at extremely interesting rates.
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Inland Destinations

The interior of the Murcia Region is ideal for those in search of
relaxation, nature, sport
and good food.
The mountains here are full
of wild game and woodland, and crowned with castles, fortresses,
hermitages and convents.
Stories and ancient legends
enshroud these evocative,
welcoming parts, inviting you
with their robust, tasty cuisine
to enjoy a few days relaxation
in the fresh country air. Quiet, sleepy towns, such as Moratalla, Mula,
Bullas, Cehegín, Caravaca, Jumilla, Yecla, and numerous other
localities open their doors to visitors in search of new, tranquil
sensations, those who want to lose themselves for a few hours
among holms, pines, oaks and junipers, visit archaeological sites,
experience traditional lifestyles, and, to get their strength back, sit
down to a hearty stew, some migas or a tasty dish of game,
accompanied by a fine bottle of local Denominación de Origen wine.
The more adventurous can paddle down river by canoe, go potholing,
climbing, hiking, horse riding and cycling. Those who prefer can learn
to knead bread, make homemade cakes, distil essences and liqueurs,
cut honeycomb or make cheese. It is a question of taste.
To relax after a pleasant day in the country, nothing better than in
front of an open fire, or, if it is summer, in the open air preparing a
delicious barbecue in the Moorish oven of the country houses for rent
throughout the region, which offer all kinds of facilities to make your
stay unforgettable. This network of rural accommodation also
includes inns, hotels, campsites, apartments, bungalows, as well as
wooden cabins for those who seek a holiday with a difference.
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Ricote Valley and Cieza

The Ricote Valley was the last Moorish redoubt in Spanish
Levante. This is one of the most beautiful and undiscovered
parts of the fertile irrigated plains around the River Segura.
The towns of Ricote, Ojós, Abarán, Blanca, Ulea, Villanueva
del Segura and Archena, surrounded by fruit and citrus
orchards, transport us to an ideal world. A fertile plain that clings to
its Arab heritage, as shown by the numerous remains from this
period, including its irrigation systems. Ricote maintains a rich
gastronomical tradition in which the local wine is the protagonist.
Blanca has retained its legacy as a producer of esparto grass. In
Abarán, visitors can follow a route that will lead them to four of the
many waterwheels, or "ñoras" as they are known in the area, which
transport water from the river to irrigate the most distant plains.
From this area the landscape changes and we enter a more open area
famous for its fruit orchards, particularly peach, and its contrasting
landscapes, making it particularly attractive for engaging in sports
such as hiking, BTT or rock climbing. Other open-air sports that can
be pursued here include rafting on the River Segura or horse-riding
along routes offered by various horse riding centres. Visitors can find
a range of accommodation in the form of typical rural properties,
imbued with the wealth of pleasures offered by the Ricote Valley.
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Sierra Espuña

Sierra Espuña contains Murcia´s largest extensions of
forest, as well as being one of its most emblematic areas
of outstanding natural beauty. Its modern verdure is due in
large part to reforestation campaigns carried out towards
the end of the 19th century by Murcian philanthropist
Ricardo Codorníu, known by the nickname the Tree Apostle.

The districts bordering the area are Río Mula (Mula and Pliego) and
Sierra Espuña (Alhama de Murcia, Totana, and Aledo). Mula and
Pliego nestle between the Espuña and Ricote ranges and are places
steeped in local tradition and culture, which, along with the area´s
scenery make them an ideal stopping place on inland routes in the
region. Alhama de Murcia, Totana, and Aledo are all within easy reach
of these wooded uplands, which naturally form part of the identity of
the towns themselves.

The district is also known for its pottery manufacturing, and
Totana is Spain´s second most important area for pottery production.
The district of Aledo has kept alive the tradition under the gaze of its
Moorish watchtower and has dominated the valley since the days
when it bore witness to skirmishes between Christians and Moors.

18

Urban Destinations
As a result of its intense historical tradition, the reiterative
superposition of cultures, its strategic location as a Mediterranean
enclave and its transitional character as a border territory mid-way
between the Meseta and Andalusia, the Murcia Region retains
innumerable vestiges of the past, making it an ideal meeting-point
where History and tradition have been instilled with new life and
placed at the visitor´s disposal. The abundant remains and
archaeological sites include rock-paintings in cave-shelters dating
back to the Iberian period, the splendour of Roman antiquity with its
urbanistic refinement and penchant for the theatrical, Visigothic
cities, Arab medinas, Christian castles, watch-towers, churches and
temples, civil and military constructions...

This ample historical, artistic, architectural and cultural heritage can
be contemplated and admired in a diversity of natural settings, in the
actual locations where the monuments themselves were erected, or
within the thematic spaces provided by the Region´s complete
network of museums. The Region of Murcia is thus likened to a rich
printed fabric upon which History has been depicted for our
contemplation.
Murcia, capital city of the Autonomous Region, on the banks of
Segura, Cartagena, a port fronting on the Mediterranean, Lorca,
town of a Hundred Coats of Arms, and Caravaca, the Holy Town,
furnish all the reasons a visitor needs to choose them any time of
year for a holiday
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